
IT’s THIS WEEKEND!

Bring yourself and your friends to the Mont Factory
Clearance and pick up some great deals on:

Backpacks, Bushwalking gear, Cycling apparel,

Travel Packs, Travel Clothing, Skiwear, Hydronaute, Polartec,

Soft Shells, Down Sleeping Bags, Clothing and lots more.

BRILLIANT PRICES ON 
THE BEST GEAR YOU CAN BUY.

3 BIG DAYS ONLY
FRI 9th

March
12-8pm

SAT 10th
March
9-6pm

SUN 11th
March

10-3pm
OUR LOCATION

8 IPSWICH ST 
FYSHWICK 
PLENTY OF PARKING OPPOSITE

KINGSTON HI-FI
Behind escalator Cusack Centre, Eyre Street Kingston

Ph: 6295 7896

DURATONE HI-FI PTY LTD
Cnr Botany St & Altree Crt, Phillip

Ph: 6282 1388   6282 1333

METZ SPECIALS

 DENON DVD/SACD SENSATION
THE DENON DVD 3930 UNIVERSAL PLAYER

THE 
METZ MILOS

32S LCD

★★★★★

$4499$2999

5YRS 
Guarantee

TEST WINNER - a little while ago the MILOS 32S won 
the SMARTHOUSE shootout of well known LCDs. 
METZ and LOEWE were the only brands to be 

awarded FIVE STARS. Some household names could 
only manage THREE and were the subject of some 
rather strong criticisms. Ask for the full test reports. 

See our other METZ specials from 26” to 37”. 
YOU CAN DO BETTER THAN 60%!

MUSIC MATTERS - PRE/POWER AND MUSIC SYSTEMS
TIMES 2 p.3
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MUSIC LOVERS - this is your chance to buy a combination 
player that really delivers the visual and audio goods.

Was $2499Now $1999
Limited

 sto
cks

Price $1.20*

MOTORING

SUPER 14 LIFT-OUT
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GEORGE REEVESGEORGE REEVES
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STIRRING UP A STIRRING UP A 
HORNETS’ NESTHORNETS’ NEST

BEHIND THE
SUPER HERO

CRUNCH TIMECRUNCH TIME
FOR BRUMBIESFOR BRUMBIES

WEATHER

CANBERRA: Fine, 27
Chance of rain: 10pc
Winds: S/SE,
15-25km/h
UV index: 9 (very high)
Outlook: Fine
Yesterday: 14-23
Last year: 15-32
SYDNEY: Fine, mostly
sunny, 24
MELBOURNE: Fine, 27

Details: Page 14

PHONE NUMBERS
Classifieds
136 355
General inquiries
6280 2122
Home delivery
6280 2222

CLASSIFIEDS:
Page 23

Vol 80 No 26,248
44 Pages

Hicks to enter not-guilty plea
By Paul Maley
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Continued Page 4
Top terror suspects
in court – Page 10

SUPPORT: Terry Hicks is set to
travel to Guantanamo Bay.

SURPRISE: Prosecutor Mo Davis
may call Terry Hicks as a witness.

David Hicks would plead not
guilty to terrorism charges
when he fronted a judge in 11
days’ time, his defence lawyer
said yesterday.

The announcement of his
first court appearance came as
a F e d e r a l C o u r t j u d g e
dismissed yesterday a bid by
the Australian Government to
stop an attempt by Hicks’s
lawyers to bring him home.

Prime Minister John Howard
said yesterday that Hicks would
appear in a US military com-
mission for arraignment on
March 20 at the US naval base
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

The 31-year-old Hicks has
been a prisoner at the US base
for the past five years.

Hicks’s American civilian
lawyer, Joshua Dratel, said the
former Adelaide man would
plead not guilty to a single
charge of providing material
support to a terrorist organis-
ation.

‘‘What did you expect him to
do?’’ Mr Dratel asked The Can-
berra Times.

Chief prosecutor Colonel Mo
Davis said the purpose of the
hearing would be to advise
Hicks of his rights, resolve any
questions about who would

serve as his legal counsel and
establish a preliminary trial
schedule.

He said he did not think
recent legal challenges to the
military commissions would
delay the hearing, which
should only last a few hours.

‘‘As far as I know everything
is progressing and is on sched-
ule,’’ he said.

Mr Howard said he believed
the development was the result
of representations made by the
Government on Hicks’s behalf,
but repeated his criticism that
the process had taken too
long.

M r H o w a r d r e j e c t e d

suggestions the Government
could have acted earlier, saying
it would have been difficult to
intervene while challenges to
the military commissions were
working their way through US
civilian courts.

Hicks’s apparent decision to
plead not guilty appeared to
rule out suggestions of a plea
agreement.

Mr Dratel said no such
agreement was currently being
considered and that specu-
lation on the subject had been
politically motivated.

‘‘There is no such offer,’’ he
said. ‘‘The Australian Govern-
ment is saying it either . . .

because it’s being mislead by
the US or because it’s playing
for your electoral politics,’’ he
said.

Mr Dratel said if the chief
prosecutor was genuinely
interested in a plea agreement,
‘‘he’d come to us with one’’.

Yesterday, Colonel Davis
gave further hints the pros-
ecution would call Hicks’s
father, Terry Hicks, as a witness
over comments he made to the
media in late 2001 in which he
was quoted as referring to his
son as a terrorist.

‘‘I can’t put a percentage on
it, but you’ve seen the state-
ment he’s made in the media.
They’re statements that cer-
tainly seem relevant to the
charged offences. It’s not a
tremendous leap in logic to
deduce that he might be a
relevant witness,’’ he said.

Terry Hicks has said the
comments were misquotes, a
c l a i m C o l o n e l D a v i s
questioned.

‘‘They’re pretty specific
quotes that are reported in a
number of media outlets,’’ he
said.

Garuda
air crash
victims
named
By Karen Michelmore and
Olivia Rondonuwu
in Yogyakarta

Tributes fl ow for perished 
colleagues.

Partner tells of miraculous escape.

AusAid worker’s family rallies.

For rescuers, grisliest of fi nds.

Australian killed in Malawi plane 
crash. 

More reports, pictures – Page 2
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Continued Page 2

The deadly fireball that engulfed an
Indonesian jet, killing Australian and
other passengers, was likely sparked
when the plane’s front wheels
snapped off on landing, investigators
said yesterday.

At least 21 people, including four
Australians, are confirmed dead.

Sardjito Hospital forensic doctor
Ida Bagus Surya Putra said last night
the Australians had been formally
identified as Australian Financial
Review journalist Morgan Mellish,
Australian Federal Police agents
Brice Steele and Mark Scott, and
AusAID’s Allison Sudradjat.

Another body recovered from the
crash is believed to be that of a fifth
Austral ian, Jakarta embassy
spokeswoman Liz O’Neil.

The families of some of the five
Australians began arriving in Yogya-
karta yesterday and are receiving
consular assistance.

The man leading Indonesia’s
investigation into the tragedy said
the Garuda flight’s two pilots had
survived the inferno and their testi-
mony would be crucial to the inves-
tigation.

Australian Federal Police Com-
missioner Mick Keelty said the pilots
were blaming a huge gust of wind for
the accident.

‘‘They say that there was some
interference with the landing and
that was a natural interference
caused by a huge gust of wind that
took the plane off track as it came
into landing.’’

The plane’s digital flight recorder
and cockpit voice recorder – on their
way to Australia for analysis – are also
expected to yield essential infor-
mation to piece together the cause of
Wednesday’s disaster in the city of
Yogyakarta.

Chief investigator Professor Mar-
jono, of Indonesia’s National Trans-
port Safety Committee, said the
plane overshot the runway by 250m

and jumped a road before coming to
rest in a paddy field east of Yogyakar-
ta’s Adi Sucipto Airport.

‘‘We can see . . . the nose landing
gear was broken, was snapped,’’ he
said. ‘‘The broken [nose] wheel was
found on the runway.’’

As the plane hurtled, out of control
along the runway, its engines also
snapped off. ‘‘The wings, even the
fuselage was snapped off the right
wing,’’ he said. ‘‘The wings are also
the tanks for the petrol, if the wings
snapped the fuel will spill every-
where and then comes the fire.

‘‘This explains why the fire was
biggest on the right hand side of the
plane. Our next step is to find why
the nose landing gear snapped.’’
Investigators are trying to establish
whether there was a ‘‘weak point’’ in
the plane’s landing gear, or if the
landing was too rough.

The Australian Government, an
Australian aviation disaster expert
Robert Heath, and the Indonesian Air
Force have all said the plane was
going too fast as it tried to land.

PLANS TO RETURN: Liz O’Neil, missing, feared dead after the plane crash in Yogyakarta on Wednesday, with her pride and joy, Lucinda, about October last year.

Loving mother was ready to come home
By Tamara Glumac

HAPPY DAY: Liz
O’Neil and her
husband Wayne
Adams on their
wedding day. She
worked in Hong
Kong and Tokyo
before meeting the
love of her life in
Canberra.

She was a career high-achiever who
travelled the world for work, but Liz
O’Neil’s greatest dream was
motherhood.

Nearing the end of her Jakarta
posting, the respected Australian
embassy spokeswoman was excited
about coming home to Sydney to
raise her eight-month-old daughter,
Lucinda.

‘‘She just adored her little girl – I
remember when Lucinda was born
she sent me a really sentimental
email,’’ close friend and former
colleague Amanda Mitchener said
yesterday.

‘‘She loved Jakarta but said it was
time to go home and only one more
year to go. She was planning a trip to
Sydney in Easter and was excited
because it would be Lucinda’s first
Easter in Australia.’’

Now Liz O’Neil is missing, feared
dead – one of five Australians
believed to have perished in the
Garuda aircraft that crashed and
burst into flames at Yogyakarta on
Wednesday.

Ms O’Neil, the counsellor (public
affairs) at the Jakarta embassy, had
been living in Indonesia with her
husband Wayne Adams. Mr Adams
was in Jakarta with Lucinda when

news of the air disaster broke.
The little girl, who was born in

Sydney, was doted on by Indonesians
who constantly commented on her
‘‘beautiful white skin and blue eyes’’.

According to friends, Ms O’Neil
was looking forward to raising her
daughter in Sydney where she herself
had grown up.

‘‘Liz was a real hard worker who
would still fly all over the place even
when she was very pregnant,’’ Ms
Mitchener said.

She last saw Liz during a visit to
Indonesia in January. The pair met
for lunch at a Jakarta hotel where Ms
Mitchener recalls a beaming new

mother. ‘‘Liz kept saying Lucinda
was gorgeous and that she couldn’t
stop looking at her blue eyes.

‘‘She just adored her. We shared a
sandwich and I remember she gave
the hotel staff a big tip because it was
Friday.’’

Ms O’Neil was appointed to the
Australian embassy in Jakarta in 2004
after a long career in the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade. She
worked in Hong Kong and Tokyo
before meeting the love of her life in
Canberra.

Former colleague Julie Meldrum
said Ms O’Neil was known for her
enthusiasm within DFAT. ‘‘She was

very driven and very ambitious,’’ she
said.

Outside of work, Ms O’Neill was a
talented cellist who considered
studying at the Conservatorium of
Music in Sydney before choosing her
career in public affairs.

‘‘She was a big city girl who loved
the fast pace of Sydney and also
Tokyo,’’ Ms Meldrum said.

She said colleagues had sought
some comfort in the fact Ms O’Neil
had achieved much in both her
personal and professional lives.

‘‘She lived her career dream and
most important her personal dream
. . . to marry and become a mother,’’
Ms Meldrum said.

‘‘She had a soft spot for children
. . . she was very kind to my children
when we were working in Tokyo
together.’’

Ms O’Neil was awarded an Order
of Australia Medal in 2003 for her
service in providing information to
the public after the first Bali
bombings, in which 88 Australians
were killed.

Prime Minister John Howard also
held Ms O’Neil in high regard.

‘‘Liz O’Neil I’ve dealt with a lot and
she’s a great girl,’’ he said yesterday.

‘‘She did a lot of work in the wake
of the Bali attack and has been
involved in my visits to Jakarta.’’

Changes
to ESA
here to
stay: boss
By Tamara Glumac

ACT Emergency Services Agency
Commissioner Gregor Manson is
standing firm on a decision to
shake up the organisation despite
claims the move will impact on
strategic planning and prepared-
ness for future disasters.

The restructure cuts senior
management positions and has
been fraught with controversy
after ACT Fire Brigade chief David
Prince resigned from his position
after the ESA and ACT Govern-
ment announced the changes this
week as part of a new draft
business plan. Chief Officer Prince
has not commented on reasons for
his departure.

Four chief officer positions –
rural fire service, fire brigade,
ambulance and SES – will be
r e p l a c e d b y t w o d e p u t y
commissioners under the plan.

The fire brigade and rural fire
service will also have a centralised
command despite remaining
separate.

The shake-up was apparently
strongly objected to when
presented to firefighters earlier
this year. They were informed it
had been implemented only this
week.

Commissioner Manson said
yesterday that the rethink best
suited community needs.

‘‘Everyone will have their own
opinion on the model but the
decision on the final model was
mine and it’s one I believe will
work,’’ he said. He also rejected
union claims firefighters had been
left in the dark and told of the new
structure too late.

ACT Emergency Services Minis-
ter Simon Corbell also stood by the
restructure he said would reduce
bureaucracy and increase fire-
fighting resources on the ground.

‘‘The goal is about better service
for the community – it’s not about
individual empires,’’ he said.

‘‘I think there are a few noisy
people out there [about the
restructure] but the majority just
want to get on with the job.’’

But senior firefighters, who
wouldn’t be named, said the
restructure had created much dis-
quiet, with concerns about leader-
ship and future direction.

‘‘The ESA has reduced its stra-
tegic planning capacity,’’ one
source said yesterday.

‘‘Advice that is provided will be
very seriously diluted and the
territory will not have the standard
of emergency services it requires.’’

Chief Officer Prince is due to
finish today week while RFS chief
Michael Ross’s contract expires
next month and won’t be
renewed.


